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Outline

• Migration Statistics Quarterly Summary for 
Scotland (MSQS): Overview

• How we create the MSQS

• How other users can do this 

• Adapting due to COVID-19 and adding additional 
insights data

• The future: Challenges due to changing data 
sources and COVID-19
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• Range of data sources measuring different aspects of migration

• A lot of reporting focuses on trends at UK level

Understanding migration is complex
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Telling the story about what’s 
happening to migration in Scotland 

• Development of new output – Migration Statistics 
Quarterly Summary for Scotland

• Brings together the latest data from multiple 
sources 

• Overview of key migration trends in Scotland, 
alongside comparable UK-level data

• Produced rapidly within a few hours of publication 
of data from other departments

https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/migration/migration-statistics-quarterly-summary-for-scotland
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• Rapidly analyse datasets using R and R Markdown

• R is a programming language and free software 
environment

• Create charts using the R package ggplot2

• R Markdown turns analysis in R into documents, 
reports, presentations or dashboards

What software do we use?
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How do we do this?

• Download the data from the respective websites at 
9.30am

• Update eight lines of code in R

• R Markdown produces a document containing:
• Charts

• Automated text

• Automated analysis such as calculating statistical significance
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How can other users do this?

• Most data sources mentioned are available at local 
authority level

• NINo data available at lower geographies, i.e. Middle Layer 
Super Output Area (MSOA), on Stat-Xplore

• Local area migration tools are also available (NRS
and ONS)

• Bringing together various migration-related indicators

• Time series

https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/migration/migration-statistics/local-area-migration
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/migrationwithintheuk/datasets/localareamigrationindicatorsunitedkingdom
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Adapting due to COVID-19

• Coronavirus pandemic has affected data sources:

• Suspension of IPS has accelerated transformation of migration 
statistics (move to ABME)

• APS had to move to telephone-only interviewing

• Other operational disruptions (NINo)

• Limited resettlement activity

• Adding additional travel insights: Civil Aviation 
Authority data 
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The future… 

• Need to review and adapt our reporting as ONS 
develop admin-based migration estimates 

• Monitor the impact of COVID-19

• Hope to continue using a range of sources to tell 
the story of what’s happening to migration in 
Scotland
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More info at: 

https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-
theme/migration/migration-statistics-quarterly-summary-for-scotland

Contact us: 

Statisticscustomerservices@nrscotland.gov.uk

https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/migration/migration-statistics-quarterly-summary-for-scotland
mailto:Statisticscustomerservices@nrscotland.gov.uk

