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T
h

e role of @
gu

ard
ian

d
ata p

re-C
ovid

●
Lots of room

 for coding/innovative approaches

●
C

ollaboration (data specialists +
 correspondents) +

 graphics

●
Investigations

●
O

utside collaborations C
IJ and O

C
C

R
P

●
Som

e short-term
 but generally m

edium
- and long-term

 focus

●
Teaching/training - skills, stats as w

ell as w
hat w

e do





W
h

en
 C

ovid
 cam

e alon
g

●
Sheer volum

e of data →
 new

sdesk needed our skill set alm
ost daily

○
5 years - 338 stories - ⅓

 since M
arch - 106 of 112 about C

ovid

●
A

udience developed an appetite for statistics

●
D

ata/science journos act as translators both for new
sdesk &

 readers

●
Too m

any figures confuses m
ore than illum

inates

●
Statistics =

 nuance...very hard to put across in 400-700 w
ords
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●
V

ery early on w
e discovered holes in the data - e.g. just hospital deaths
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●
V

ery early on w
e discovered holes in the data - e.g. just hospital deaths

●
R

ealised the data itself w
asn’t alw

ays the story but w
hat w

as m
issing
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T
h

e trou
ble w

ith
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●
V

ery early on w
e discovered holes in the data - e.g. just hospital deaths

●
A

t this point w
e realised the data w

asn’t alw
ays the story

●
W

e found problem
s w

ith how
 the governm

ent w
ere presenting figures 
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T
h

e trou
ble w

ith
 C

ovid
 d

ata

●
V

ery early on w
e discovered holes in the data - e.g. just hospital deaths

●
A

t this point w
e realised the data w

asn’t alw
ays the story

●
W

e found problem
s w

ith how
 the governm

ent w
ere presenting figures 

●
A

nd reported on the very real life im
plications of data errors

○
16,000 cases →

 50,000 contacts →
 1,500 deaths
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T
h

e trou
ble w

ith
 C

ovid
 d

ata

●
V

ery early on w
e discovered holes in the data - e.g. just hospital deaths

●
A

t this point w
e realised the data w

asn’t alw
ays the story

●
W

e found problem
s w

ith how
 the governm

ent w
ere presenting figures 

●
A

nd reported on the very real life im
plications of data errors

○
16,000 cases m

issed →
 50,000 contacts →

 1,500 deaths

●
D

ata errors give fuel to those w
ho say C

ovid deaths are exaggerated 
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H
ow

 h
ard

 can
 it be to cou

n
t d

eath
s?*

●
From

 the very beginning w
e knew

 deaths (not cases) best m
etric

●
Identified statistical bodies as best count (but w

ith a tim
e lag)

●
N

O
T U

nited K
ingdom

 of data (D
H

SC
, PH

E
, N

H
SE

, O
N

S, N
R

S, N
ISR

A
)

●
C

ovid deaths vs excess

●
International counting m

ethods (Johns H
opkins)

●
C

onfusion and pushback from
 readers

●
Politicisation of data? C

ulture w
ars? 
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“...the author m
entions 

that the quoted death 
toll of 61,469 includes 
all deaths that m

ention 
C

ovid on a death 
certificate - w

hich is a 
discredited m

ethod of 
counting C

ovid 
deaths…

”



T
h

e p
ositives

●
O

N
S/N

R
S/N

ISR
A

 have all been solid, transparent and helpful

●
G

overnm
ent A

PI (m
aintained by PH

E
) a vast im

provem
ent

●
Scientific com

m
unity (inc SM

C
) - so generous w

ith their tim
e

●
Increased data aw

areness am
ong the public

●
D

ata journalists +
 statisticians have gone from

 🤓
🤓

 to 👩🎤
👨
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